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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 1-33 without prejudice or waiver of the right to pxirsue the 
claims in another application. Please add the following new claims 34-76. 
34) An orthopedic fastening system comprising: 

a) an elongate fastener adapted for installation into a bore in a bone and comprising 
collet engaging means; 

b) a single winged element movably engaged with a first end of the elongate fastener 
and having a width or length larger than the diameter of the bore into which the 
fastener is to be installed; and 

c) a collet engaged with a second end of the elongate fastener. 
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35) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 34, wherein the elongate fastener comprises 
a threaded shaft and the collet is threaded internally. 

36) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 34, wherein the elongate fastener comprises 
stranded material and the collet comprises strand-engaging means. 

37) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 36, wherein the stranded material is suture 
material and the collet is a suture clamping collet. 

38) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 37, wherein the single winged element 
comprises engaging means for a stranded installation tool. 

39) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 34, wherein elongate fastener comprises a 
first friction fitting and the collet comprises a mating second friction fitting. 

40) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 34, wherein the single winged element is 
pivotally engaged with the elongate fastener. 

41) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 40, wherein the single winged element is 
integral with the first end of the elongate fastener and is pivotally engaged with the 
elongate fastener by way of a living hinge. 

42) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 41, wherein the single winged element is 
deployed, after insertion through a bore in a bone in a first direction, by pulling the 
fastening system in an opposite direction. 

43) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 40, wherein the single winged element is 
pivotally engaged with the elongate fastener by way of a hinge. 

44) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 43, wherein the single winged element is 
deployed, after insertion through a bore in a bone in a fnst direction, by means of a 
deployment tool. 

45) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 44, wherein the deployment tool is also an 
installation tool for the elongate fastener. 

46) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 34 further comprising a washer having 
tissue engaging means, being engaged with the elongate fastener, and being adapted 
to retain a soft biological tissue when the orthopedic fastening system is installed. 

47) The orthopedic fastening system of any one of claims 34, 35, 36, 39, 40, 43 and 46, 
wherein the collet is a longitudinally split collet that is slidable longitudinally along 
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the elongate member when the split collet is expanded and is not slidable 
longitudinally along, but may be slidable transversely with respect to, the elongate 
member when the split collet is collapsed about the elongate member. 

48) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 47 further comprising a sleeve adapted to 
receive and collapse the split collet. 

49) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 48, wherein the sleeve can receive the split 
collet in a first expanded position and in a second collapsed position. 

50) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 47, wherein the split collet comprises plural 
attached longitudinal segments. 

51) The orthopedic fastening system of claim 47, wherein the split collet comprises plural 
detached longitudinal segments, 

52) An elongate fastener comprising: 

a) an elongate member having opposing first and second ends; 

b) a single wing pivotally engaged with the elongate member at a position 
approximating the lengthwise center of the wing; and 

c) collet engaging means. 

53) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein: 

a) the elongate member comprises a shaft; and 

b) the collet engaging means comprises threads, rib, groove, or a fi'iction fitting. 

54) The elongate fastener of claim 53, wherein the elongate member is a threaded shaft. 

55) The elongate fastener of claim 54, wherein the threaded shaft has a distal unthreaded 
end opposite the end engaged with the single wing. 

56) The elongate fastener of claim 53, wherein the elongate member is a transversely 
ribbed or grooved shaft, 

57) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein: 

a) the elongate member is a stranded material; and 

b) the collet engaging means is a portion of the stranded material. 

58) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein the single wing is pivotally engaged with 
the elongate member by way of a living hinge, one or more holes in the single wing, 
or a pin hinge. 
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59) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein the single wing is integrally connected 
with one end of the elongate member by way of a living hinge. 

60) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein the elongate member is adapted to receive 
a washer having tissue engaging means. 

61) The elongate fastener of claim 60, wherein the tissue engaging means comprises 
plural spikes. 

62) The elongate fastener of claim 52, wherein the single wing has a length exceeding the 
diameter of the elongate member. 

63) The elongate fastener of claim 62, wherein the single wing has a length larger than its 
width. 

64) The elongate fastener of claim 62, wherein the single wing has beveled ends. 

65) A split collet assembly comprising: 

a) a split collet comprising plural longitudinal sections, a circumferential first outer 
surface, and a first bore surface defining a first inner bore extending through the 
collet, wherein the collet can assume a first expanded position and a second 
collapsed position, and the first bore surface defines a larger diameter first inner 
bore when the collet is expanded and a smaller diameter first inner bore when the 
collet is collapsed; 

b) a sleeve comprising a second outer surface and a second bore surface defining a 
second inner bore extending through the sleeve, wherein the sleeve is adapted to 
circumferentially engage the collet and compress the longitudinal sections of the 
collet to form the collapsed position; 

c) first engaging means disposed on the first outer surface of the collet; and 

d) second engaging means disposed on the second bore surface of the sleeve; 
wherein the first and second engaging means cooperate to maintain the sleeve 
together with the collet when the two are engaged. 

66) The split collet assembly of claim 65, wherein the longitudinal sections are adjacent 
but detached fi'om one another. 

67) The split collet assembly of claim 65, wherein the longitudinal sections are attached 
to one another. 
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68) The split collet assembly of claim 67, wherein the longitudinal sections are attached 
to one another by way of a living hinge, 

69) The split collet assembly of claim 66 or 67, wherein: 

a) the first engaging means comprises a rib or groove; and 

b) the second engaging means comprises a mating groove or rib, respectively. 

70) The split collet assembly of claim 66 or 67, wherein: 

a) the &st engaging means comprises a frictional first surface; and 

b) the second engaging means comprises a frictional second surface, 

71) The split collet assembly of claim 66 or 67, wherein the sleeve comprises: 

a) a larger diameter first end adapted to receive the collet in the expanded position; 
and 

b) a smaller diameter second end adapted to maintain the collet in the collapsed 
position once the collet is engaged with the second end. 

72) The split collet assembly of claim 71, wherein the second inner bore of the sleeve 
comprises: 

a) a larger diameter first portion with a diameter approximating or larger than the 
outer diameter of the collet when expanded; 

b) an intermediate diameter second portion with a diameter approximating the 
diameter of the collet when collapsed; and 

c) a smaller diameter third portion with a diameter smaller than the intermediate 
diameter. 

73) The split collet assembly of claim 72, wherein the second bore surface defining the 
portion of the second inner bore between the larger diameter first portion and the 
intermediate diameter second portion is graded, 

74) The split collet assembly of claim 71, wherein: 

a) the larger diameter first end alone engages and retains the collet while in the 
expanded position; and 

b) the smaller diameter second end engages and collapses the collet when the collet 
is slid into the sleeve and engaged with the second end. 
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75) The split collet assembly of claim 71 fiirther comprising a third engaging means 
disposed on the first outer surface of the collet, wherein: 

a) the first engaging means is disposed adjacent a first end of the collet, and the third 
engaging means is spaced away therefirom on the collet; and 

b) the second engaging means engages the first engaging means when the collet is 
expanded and engages the third engaging means when the collet is slid into the 
sleeve and collapsed. 

76) A split collet assembly comprising: 

a) a collapsible split collet comprising plural longitudinal sections forming an 
adjustable-diameter longitudinal bore through the collet; and 

b) a hoop having a collet receptacle adapted to collapse the collet when the collet is 
engaged with the hoop, thereby adjusting the diameter of the longitudinal bore 
fi-om a first larger diameter to a second smaller diameter. 

REMARKS 

Claims 34-76 remain pending. Claims 1-33 have been canceled. Consideration of 
the pending claims is respectfully requested. 

The present application is a divisional of application serial No. 08/601,177. 
Claims 34-76 are directed to subject matter not covered by the claims allowed in the ' 111 
application. Claims 34-51 cover an orthopedic fastening system. Claims 52-64 cover an 
elongate fastener used in the orthopedic fastening system. Claims 65-75 cover a split 
collet assembly used in the orthopedic fastening system. Claim 76 covers a split collet 
assembly. 

The sole remaining inventor is Yosef Freedland. Scott Ganaja has been deleted. 
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Favorable consideration of the presently filed amendment and its entry into the 
record is hereby requested. Applicant respectfully submits that pending claims 34-76 are 
in form for allowance and an early notice of allowance thereof is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: /^^A 

Innovar, L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 250647 
Piano, TX 75025-0647 
Ph.: (972)747-7373 
Fax: (972)747-7375 




Rick Matos, Ph.D. 

Reg. No. 40,082 

Agent for Apphcant 

Customer No. 24039 

Email: imiovarllc@mindspring. com 
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Sir: 

STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R.§1.63(d)(ii) and 1.33(b) 

The present statement is being filed concurrently with the above-identified patent 
application. Consideration of this statement to clarify tiie inventorship in the application 
and its entry into the record is requested. 

The parent application serial no. 08/601,177 was filed under the names of Yosef 
Freedland and Scott Ganaja. SCOTT GANAJA is now DELETED. The reason for his 
deletion as a named inventor follows. 

Scott Ganaja is not an inventor of the invention covered by the subject matter of 
the currently pending claims 34-76 of the above-identified divisional application. The 
remaining SOLE INVENOR of the subject matter of claims 34-76 is YOSEF 
FREEDLAND. 
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